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JAMAICA  LIFTS  BAN  ON  U.S. 
FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

The  Jamaican  Government  has  announced  that  all  kinds  of  fruit  and  vege- 
tables may  now  be  imported  from  the  United  States  if  they  are  eligible  for 
import  under  the  normal  licensing  procedure  and  are  accompanied  "by  the  usual 
phytosanitary  certificate. 


This  action  lifts  the  ban  on  fruits  and  vegetables  from  or  through 
Florida  ports  which  was  established  in  1956  at  the  time  of  the  Mediterranean 
fruit  fly  outbreak  in  Florida. 
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FRENCH  TOBACCO  GROWERS  CONSIDER 
SALES  TO  WEST  GERMANY 

Representatives  of  French  tobacco  farmers  in  Alsace-Lorraine  recently 
discussed  the  possibility  of  tobacco  sales  to  West  Germany  and  decided  to 
increase  their  production  for  export.    Alsace-Lorraine  planters  expect 
future  sales  of  low-priced  leaf  to  West  Germany  to  total  8  to  9  million 
pounds  annually. 

Exports  of  this  size  probably  will  necessitate  a  sizable  increase  in 
plantings.    However,  the  marketing  project  indicates  the  interest  of 
French  tobacco  growers  in  export  sales  under  the  advantageous  provisions 
of  the  European  Common  Market. 


CIGAR  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN 
SUCCESSFUL  IN  NETHERLANDS 


A  cooperative  advertising  campaign  started  in  1951  hy  the  cigar  in- 
dustry has  contributed  considerably  to  the  increase  in  Netherlands  cigar 
consumption. 

During  a  period  when  cigar  use  in  Western  Europe  was  declining  or 
static,  cigar  consumption  in  the  Netherlands  rose  from  .7  billion  pieces 
in  1951  to  over  1.1  billion  in  1957 •    The  excise  duty  on  cigars  was  lowered 
temporarily  to  support  this  sales  campaign  while  manufacturers  lowered  pro- 
duction costs. 


CUBA  SUBSIDIZING 
CIGAR  EXPORTS 

The  Cuban  Government  is  subsidizing  cigar  exports  in  order  to  help 
cigar  manufacturers  pay  recently  increased  wages.    Manufacturers  will  be 
given  credit  certificates  equivalent  to  k  percent  of  the  value  of  cigar 
exports,  with  a  maximum  annual  limit  of  $336,000.    These  certificates 
will  be  acceptable  toward  payment  of  Cuban  federal  taxes  in  the  fiscal 
period  following  issue. 


CANADIAN  CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION 
EXCEEDS  1957  RECORD 


Cigarette  consumption  in  Canada  (based  on  tax -paid  withdrawals)  in 
the  first  5  months  of  1958  was  13.0  billion  pieces,  compared  with  12.7 
billion  during  the  same  months  of  1957*    If  consumption  continues  at  this 
high  rate  throughout  1958,  it  will  exceed  the  record  of  1957- 

Consumption  of  both  cigars  and  cut  tobacco  was    larger  in  January-May 
1958  than  in  January -May  1957. 
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MEXICO  INCREASES 
TOBACCO  TARIFFS 

The  rates  of  specific  import  tariffs  on  Mexican  imports  of  unmanu- 
factured tobacco  were  increased  in  April  1958. 

The  tariff  on  filler  tobacco  was  raised  from  a  range  of  k.Q-Q.O  U.S. 
cents  per  pound  to  a  range  of  6.^-9.6  cents.    The  ad  valorem  duty  is 
unchanged  at  25  percent  of  the  official  tobacco  import  price. 

The  tariff  on  wrapper  imports  was  raised  from  8.0  to  8.8  U.S.  cents 
per  pound,  with  no  change  in  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  10  percent. 

PORTUGAL  IMPORTING 
LESS  TOBACCO 

Portugal's  tobacco  imports  for  the  first  quarter  of  1958  totaled  2.3 
million  pounds --down  15  percent  from  the  2.7  million  pounds  imported  during 
January -March  1957* 

The  United  States  supplied  1.3  million  pounds  during  the  first  quarter 
of  1958,  and  1.7  million  a  year  earlier.    The  U.S.  share  of  the  market  was 
55  percent  this  year,  compared  with  62  percent  in  January -March  1957 •  Other 
principal  suppliers  in  both  periods  included  Greece,  Italy,  and  the  Federa- 
tion of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:     Portugal,  imports  by  country  of 
origin,  January -March  1957-58 


January -March 


Country  of  origin 


1957 


1958 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


United  States  

Rh  0  de  s  i  a  s -Nya  s  al and 


Greece 
Italy. 
Angola 


Mozambique 
Other  


1,671 

377 
209 
161 
11 
115 


1,263 


68 

315 

320 

37 
31 
2^3 


Total 


2,698 


2,277 


Source:     Boletim  Mensal  do  Instituto  Nacional  de  Estatistica. 
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SMALL  FIG  CROP  FORECAST 
IN  PORTUGAL 

Preliminary  Portuguese  forecasts  indicate  that  1958  Algarve  dried 
fig  production  will  "be  only  9>500  short  tons,  compared  with  12,000  tons 
in  1957  anti  an  average  (1951-55)  of  13,300  tons.    A  combination  of  cool 
weather  and  low  rainfall  is  held  responsible  for  the  poor  prospects. 

TURKEY  EXPECTS  LARGER 
PISTACHIO  CROP 

The  1958  pistachio  nut  crop  in  Turkey  is  unofficially  forecast  at 
9,500  short  tons,  unshelled.    This  is  a  considerable  increase  over  the 
latest  estimate  of  the  1957  crop  which  has  been  revised  sharply  downward 
from  earlier  estimates.    It  is  now  believed  that  the  1957  crop  amounted 
to  only  2,200  tons. 

Exports  totaled  1,^00  tons  in  1957*    The  decree  placing  pistachio 
exports  under  government  control  to  prevent  smuggling  into  Syria  is  still 
in  effect. 

PORTUGUESE  ALMOND  CROP  DOWN 

Mid-July  estimates  by  the  Portuguese  trade  still  indicate  a  short 
1958  almond  crop  of  about  3>000  tons,  shelled.    This  is  sharply  less  than 
the  1957  crop  of  6,200  tons  and  well  below  the  average  (1951-55)  of  5,000' 
tons.    Stocks  from  the  1957  crop,  however,  were  still  sizable  in  mid-July; 
with  up  to  2,800  tons  reportedly  unsold. 

GHANA  ISSUES  NEW  COCOA - 
MARKETING  REGULATIONS 

Ghana  has  issued  regulations  governing  the  care,  storage,  inspection, 
grading,  bagging,  and  marketing  of  cocoa  beans. 

Under  the  new  regulations,  which  in  general  merely  codify  present 
administrative  procedures,  it  is  an  offense  to  mix  Grade  III  or  sub -grade 
cocoa  with  Grade  I  to  bring  it  down  to  Grade  II.    Since  the  guaranteed 
minimum  prices  for  Grades  I  and  II  are  identical,  there  has  been  an 
incentive  to  adulterate  Grade  I. 

COLOMBIA  TO  BARTER 
COFFEE  FOR  STEEL 

The  Director  of  Colombia's  Department  of  National  Highways  has 
announced  a  plan  to  exchange  coffee  for  26  bridge  "structures."  Total 
value  of  the  exchange  is  said  to  be  between  $2.5  and  $3  million". 

Only  bids  from  European  concerns  are  to  be  accepted.    Bids  reportedly 
received  thus  far  include  one  from  France,  two  from  West  Germany,  and  two 
from  Communist  countries. 
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BRAZILIAN  SISAL  INDUSTRY 
RECEIVES  FEDERAL  HELP 


The  Brazilian  Government  recently  created  a  semi -governmental  Executive 
Sisal  Commission  to  protect  and  encourage  the  domestic  sisal  industry.  The 
commission  will  be  under  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  its  3  members 
will  "be  appointed  "by  the  President  of  Brazil. 

The  new  agency  will  give  technical  and  financial  help  to  sisal  producer 
associations  and  industries  for  a  period  of  10  years.    A  unit  to  classify 
the  fiber  according  to  generally  accepted  international  regulations  will  be 
maintained  in  producing  states. 


U.  S.  SHARE  OF  U.  K.  LARD 
MARKET  DROPS 

Lard  imports  by  the  United  Kingdom  from  all  sources  during  the  first  5 
months  of  1958  totaled  yk. 3  million  pounds,  compared  with  102.2  million  for 
the  same  period  in  1957'    Considerably  increased  supplies  from  the  Continent 
failed  to  offset  large  reductions  in  imports  from  the  United  States  and 
Argentina. 

During  this  5 -month  period,  the  U.S.  share  of  U.K.  lard  imports  was  52.6 
percent,  compared  with  65.5  percent  in  January -May  1957*    Strong  price  com- 
petition from  European  suppliers  was  the  principal  reason  for  the  decline. 

LARD:    United  Kingdom,  imports  by  country  of  origin,  percent  of  total, 
and  average  price  per  pound,  January -May  1957  and  1958 


]           January -May  1957 

• 

January -May  1958 

Country  of  origin 

« 

: Quantity 

•  t 

•  * 

Percent  [ 
of  total ( 

Average 
price 

Quantity 

Percent 
of  total 

Average 
price 

• 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

Percent 

U.S.  cents 
per  pound 

1,000 
pounds 

Percent 

U.S.  cents 
.per  pound 

• 

•  86 

.:  5,537 
.:  10,379 

•  9,094 

258 

•  66,883 
.:  2,613 
. :  69 

0.1 
7.0  - 

:  5.5 
•  10.2 
:  8.9 
:  0.2 

65.5 
:  2.6 

.1726 
.1832 
.1664 
.ikoi 

.1473 
.1436 

.1765 
.1491 
.1810 

:  867 
:  9,556 
9,669 
10,997 
12,929 
:  289 
49,600 
:  130 
264  - 

0.9 
10.1 

10.3 
11.7 
13.7 
0.3 

52.6 
0.1 
0.3  , 

.1271 
.1491 

.1397 
.1245 

:  .1281 
.1307 

•  .1533 
.1322 
.1410 

• 

.: 102,189 

:  100.0 

:  9^,301 

100.0 

Source:    Secretary,  U.S.  Packers  Provision  Agents'  Committee,  United  Kingdom. 
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NEW  ZEALAND1  WOOL  SALES  UP, 
BUT  VALUE  DOWN 

The  quantity  of  grease  wool  sold  at  New  Zealand  auctions  during  the 
1957-58  season  (July-June)  was  5  percent  above  the  previous  season,  hut 
the  value  was  20  percent  lower.    Compared  with  the  1955-56  season,  however, 
the  value  was  down  less  than  2  percent. 

Sales  for  the  1957-53  season  totaled  375  million  pounds  valued  at  $182 
million.    Sales  for  the  previous  season  totaled  357  million  pounds  valued 
at  $228  million.    The  average  price  per  pound  was  J+7«9  cents,  compared  with 
63.8  cents  in  1956-57. 

These  figures  include  the  sale  of  ^7,000  hales  to  the  New  Zealand  Wool 
Commission  hut  do  not  include  sales  of  scoured  wool  or  auction  sales  in 
London . 

U.S.S.R.  INCREASES  OUTPUT 
OF  FINE  WOOLS 

Recent  Soviet  publications  indicate  considerable  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  wool  produced  in  the  U.S.S.R.  in  recent  years.    The  proportion 
of  fine  and  semi -fine  wool  to  total  wool  production  increased  from  6  per- 
cent in  1932  to  ^0  percent  in  195&.    During  the  same  period,  the  proportion 
of  coarse  wool  declined  from  89  percent  to  31  percent. 

Large-scale  use  of  artificial  insemination,  which  permits  wider  use 
of  improved  breeding  rams,  may  have  been  a  factor  in  increasing  the  pro- 
portion of  fine  wool  production. 

The  most  popular  fine  wool  breeds  in  the  U.S.S.R.  are  the  Soviet 
Merino,  the  Caucasian,  and  the  Prekos.    Karakuls  account  for  a  large  part 
of  the  coarse  wool.    The  semi-fine  wool  breeds  include  the  Corriedale, 
Romney,  Hampshire,  and  other  Western  breeds. 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  of  wool  produced  in  195&  compared 
with  earlier  years: 


Type 

;  1932 

19^0 

1953 

1956 

:  Percent 

• 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

•  6 

12  : 

Ik 

22 

16 

18 

5 

35 

26 

'  29 

89 

• 

53 

kk 

31 
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NEW  ZEALAND'S  PRODUCTION  OF  MEAT  FOR 
EXPORT  STEADY;  MARKETS  SHIFT 

New  Zealand  produced  352,768  tons  of  meat  for  export  between 
October  1,  1957 >  and  May  31 >  1958- -nearly  the  same  quantity  as  the 
352,175  tons  produced  in  the  same  period  a  year  ago.    However,  ship- 
ments to  New  Zealand's  biggest  market,  the  United  Kingdom,  declined 
from  22^,590  tons  to  183,393  tons.    The  United  States  became  New 
Zealand's  second  largest  market,  increasing  its  imports  from  ^t-,039 
to  3^,108  tons. 

Within  the  overall  me at -for -export  classification,  production 
shifts  have  occurred.    Total  weight  of  lamb  for  export  increased 
19,000  tons  (nearly  10  percent)  in  the  1957-1958  season,  while  mut- 
ton output  dropped  from  52,700  tons  to  ^5,900  tons.    Beef  for  export 
in  the  October  1,  1957 -May  31>  1958  period  emphasized  boneless  pack- 
aged beef.    Output  of  boneless  packaged  beef  was      ,000  tons,  com- 
pared with  33^100  tons  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  Production 
of  chilled  beef  for  export  dropped  from  18,500  to  2,600  tons. 

Both  the  greater  tonnage  shipped  to  markets  other  than  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  shift  to  boneless  packaged  beef  production 
indicate  that  New  Zealand  has  taken  advantage  of  current  market 
opportunities  in  the  United  States.    Here,  beef  prices  have  been 
strong  and  supplies  of  manufacturing  beef  have  been  relatively 
tight . 


DANES  AND  DUTCH  LEVY  TAX  ON 
CHEESE  EXPORTS  TO  WEST  GERMANY 

Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  have  introduced  an  export  tax  now 
effective  on  all  cheese  deliveries  to  West  Germany. 

The  3  countries  agreed  to  the  measure  as  a  temporary  means  of 
stabilizing  Dutch  and  Danish  competition  on  the  West  German  market 
and  of  counteracting  recent  price-cutting  to  which  West  German  pro- 
ducers objected.    The  export  tax  will  be  about  3.3  cents  per  pound, 
and  will  raise  cheese  export  prices  to  their  pre-April  levels. 


SWEDEN  USES  MORE  BUTTER 
AFTER  PRICE  CUT 

Butter  consumption  in  Sweden  has  increased  over  30  percent  since 
the  29-percent  price  reduction  in  May  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
May  26).  The  increase  in  consumption  has  cut  the  butter  surplus  from 
66  million  pounds  to  about  33  million  pounds  (annual  basis).  Exports 
to  the  United  Kindgom  will  be  limited  to  17.6  million  pounds  during 
the  next  12  months;  so  Sweden  will  still  have  15 .h  million  pounds  to 
dispose  of. 
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JAPAN  REDUCES  MILK  PRICES 

On  July  18 >  the  Japanese  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  and  the 
Ministry  of  Finance  agreed  to  lower  the  consumer  price  of  milk  from  20.8 
cents  per  quart  to  19.^  cents.    The  government  hopes  to  encourage  milk 
consumption  and  control  the  mounting  dairy  product  surplus  ( see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  March  2k) . 

At  the  same  time,  the  government  stated  that  it  would  buy  dairy  product 
surpluses  for  school  lunch  distribution  only  from  dairies  cooperating  in 
the  reduced  price  program.    Japan's  3  leading  dairies  immediately  announced 
that  starting  September  1  they  would  sell  milk  at  the  new  price. 

The  Japanese  press  has  criticized  the  government's  dairy  program, 
claiming  that  the  government  has  encouraged  production  without  sufficiently 
promoting  the  consumption  of  dairy  products.    Japan's  milk  output  has 
risen  steadily  since  the  end  of  World  War  II.    Production  in  1958  is 
forecast  at  2.9  billion  pounds,  17  percent  over  last  year. 

Further  negotiations j  between  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Japan  Dairy  Products  Association,  are  expected;  consumers  feel  that  the 
price  of  fluid  milk  is  still  too  high. 

WHEAT  STILL  WORLD'S 
LARGEST  GRAIN  CROP 

Wheat  still  holds  first  place  in  world  grain  production,  despite  sub- 
stantial increases  in  production  of  rice  and  corn.    Wheat  production  in 
1957  was  estimated  at  a  near-record  207  million  metric  tons.  Production 
of  rough  rice  that  year  was  estimated  at  19^  million  metric  tons  and  corn 
at  l6k  million. 

;       World  acreage  of  wheat  in  1957  was  estimated  at  about  500  million 
acres,  compared  with  271  million  acres  of  rice  and  230  million  acres  of 
corn.    Per-acre  yields  of  rice  and  corn  are  somewhat  higher  than  wheat 
yields,  which  partly  offsets  the  great  difference  in  acreage. 

JAPAN  MAY  HARVEST 
LARGE  RICE  CROP 

Prior  to  the  release  of  the  July  report  of  the  Japanese  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  on  the  progress  of  the  1958  rice  crop,  k  private  surveys  of 
the  crop  were  made.    The  surveys  indicated  that  if  weather  continues 
favorable  Japan  may  have  a  bumper  rice  crop. 

The  rice  was  reported  to  be  growing  well  as  a  result  of  continued 
sunny  weather  and  ample  water.    Indications  were  that  production 'might 
exceed  the  1957  crop,  officially  estimated  at  31,k  billion  pounds  of 
rough  rice  from  7,987,000  acres. 
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PHILIPPINE  RICE  PRICES 
CONTINUE  TO  RISE 

Wholesale  mid-July  rice  prices  in  the  Philippine  Republic  were  the  high- 
est since  last  October,  the  month  before  the  new  crop  (1957-58)  "was  marketed. 

On  July  16,  1958,  the  wholesale  price  of  Macan  No.  2  was  $10.06  to  $10.26 
per  100  pounds,  compared  with  $9.86  to  $10. 06  in  June.    Prices  of  the  same 
type  were  16  percent  above  the  July  1957  average  of  $8.76  per  100  pounds,  and 
approached  the  October  1957  price  of  $10.31  per  100  pounds. 

Retail  prices  of  rice  in  June  and  the  first  half  of  July  were  the  highest 
in  10  years.    The  retail  price  of  Macan  No.  2  on  July  16  was  from  11. 9  to  12.1+ 
cents  per  pound,  compared  with  the  average  of  9*7  cents  per  pound  in  July  1957. 
Retail  prices  of  this  type  have  been  above  11  cents  per  pound  since  January 
1958. 


RICE:    Philippine  prices  of  milled  rice,  for  specified  periods, 

January  1957  to  July  16,  I958 


Wholesale 

\  Retail 

Date  l/  : 

First  class  , 

Second  class 

,  First  class  , 

Second  class 

Wagwag  No.  1 

Macan  No.  2 

!  Wagwag  No.  1 

Macan  No.  2 

Dollars  per 

Dollars  per 

:    Cents  per  \ 

Cents  per 

100  pounds 

100  pounds 

!       pound  : 

pound 

1957:  : 

2/  9.86-10.06' 

January  ; 

7.17 

:           11.5  : 

8.3 

April  • 

2/  9.1+6-  9.66- 

:  7.79 

:           11.3  : 

8.7 

July  

2/10.06-10.1+5 

8.76 

:           12.2  « 

9.7 

October  1 

2/11.67-12.07- 

10.31 

:           13.8  • 

11.2 

November  

2/10.86-11.07 

8.I+5 

:  11+.7 

10.6 

December  

2/IO.26-IO.I+5 

8.35 

:           1I+.6  • 

10.1 

1958: 

January  

:2/ll.  1+7-11. 67 

:  9.77 

:           11+.7  : 

11.3 

February.  

2/10.86-11.07 

:  9-11 

:           15.0  : 

11.9 

March  

:2/l0. 86-11. 07 

9.25  ■ 

:           1^.7  * 

11.6 

April  16  

:  10.86-11.07 

!     9.25-  9-^6 

:    13.1^-11+.!+  i 

10.9-11.9 

May  16  

:  10.86-11-07 

:    9.25-  9.b6 

:    13.1+-ll+.^  : 

IO.9-II.9 

June  16  

:    11. 27-11.  !+7 

9.86-10.06 

:    13.9-lM  : 

11.9-12.1+ 

July  16  

:  u.l+7-11.67 

:  10.06-10.26 

;    13.9-11+.  9  . 

11.9-12.1+ 

l/ Aver age  monthly  price  through  March  1958;  daily  prices  from  April  through 
July  16.    2/  Daily  prices  on  or  about  the  16th  of  the  month. 


Bureau  of  Commerce  and  NAMARC0,  Philippine  Republic. 

The  high  rice  prices  thus  far  in  1958  reflect  the  rice  shortage  this  year 
as  a  result  of  the  small  1957-58  crop.    Substantial  rice  imports  are  being 
planned.    However,  the  full  extent  of  the  shortage  will  not  become  evident 
until  late  summer  or  early  fall. 
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AUSTRALIA  FIXES  1958-59  WHEAT 
SUPPORT  PRICE  AT  $1.62 

Australia's  new  5-year  Wheat  Stabilization  Plan  guarantees  far- 
mers Iks,  6d.  ($1.62)  per  bushel  for  all  of  the  1958-59  crop  that  is 
sold  for  home  consumption  and  for  up  to  100  million  bushels  sold  for 
export.    The  new  plan  for  1958-59  to  1962-63  is  expected  to  become 
effective  on  December  1,  as  the  plan  now  in  effect  expires  November 
30. 

The  new  plan  has  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Agricultural 
Council  and  has  been  submitted  to  growers  for  approval.    Though  the 
guaranteed  price  does  not  provide  the  profit  margin  sought  by  growers, 
their  approval  is  anticipated.    The  necessary  legislation  will  then 
be  introduced  in  the  Commonwealth  and  the  various  State  Parliaments 
to  put  the  plan  into  effect.    Favorable  legislative  action  is  virtu- 
ally certain.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  21,  1958,  for 
details . ) 

WEST  GERMANY  SETS  1958-59  IMPORT  NEEDS  FOR 
BREAD  AND  FEED  GRAIN  AT  5-1  MILLION  TONS 

West  Germany  tentatively  estimates  it  1958-59  bread  and  feed 
grain  import  needs  at  5A15jOOO  metric  tons.    Broken  down,  the  total 
calls  for  imports  of  2,120,000  tons  of  wheat,  none  of  rye,  2,035,000 
tons  of  feed  grains,  515>000  tons  of  brewing  barley  (including  malt), 
and  M-l-5,000  tons  of  other  industrial  grains. 

The  country's  annual  grain  import  requirements  are  estimated 
and  announced  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  July  each  year.  Since 
the  estimate  is  issued  before  firm  figures  of  new-crop  outturns  are 
available,  the  import  plan  is  highly  flexible.    The  quantities  that 
actually  must  be  imported  are  subsequently  adjusted  on  the  basis  of 
needs  as  they  develop. 

The  estimated  1958-59  import  requirements  of  2,120,000  tons  for 
wheat  include  260,000  tons  of  amber  durum.    Total  import  needs  for 
quality  wheat  are  placed  at  1,150,000  tons,  (50,000  tons  less  than 
imports  last  season)  because  of  anticipated  good  domestic  outturns 
of  high  gluten  wheat  and  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  domestic 
wheat  which  local  millers  must  mix  with  imported  quality  wheat.  The 
1958-59  import  needs  for  filler  and  feed  wheat  are  figured  at 
710,000  tons. 

The  new  season's  estimated  import  requirements  for  2,035/000  tons 
of  feed  grains  are  based  mainly  on  current  livestock  numbers  and  pro- 
jected 1958  imports  of  live  hogs  and  cattle,  and  of  pork  and  beef. 
As  in  the  case  of  wheat,  actual  feed  grain  imports  may  vary  consid- 
erably from  those  estimated. 
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COLOMBIA'S  CORN  YIELDS  HIGH 

Colombia's  corn  yields  were  at  a  new  high  in  1957,  according 
to  recent  reports  from  Bogota.    The  high  yields  are  attributed  to 
improved  technology,  especially  mechanization  on  flat  lands  of  the 
warm  areas,  and  increased  use  of  improved  seed.    Improved  seed  has 
been  distributed  by  the  Agricultural  Bank  since  1950,  and  a  marked 
increase  in  yields  has  been  reported. 

Corn  acreage,  however,  has  declined  considerably.     In  1950, 
acreage  was  reported  at  1.6  million  acres,  with  production  at  2k. k 
million  bushels.     In  contrast,  1957  acreage  was  only  l.k  million 
acres,  but  production  was  29.8  million  bushels.    Yields  in  1957 
were  reported  at  21. K  bushels  per  acre,  compared  with  only  15.2 
bushels  per  acre  in  1950. 

Some  shifts  in  areas  of  production  have  been  reported.  The 
most  notable  increases  are  reported  in  the  Atlantic  Coast  Depart- 
ments of  Bolivar  and  Cordoba,  where  new  lands  are  being  cultivated 
in  Antioquia  and  in  the  Cauca  Valley.    At  the  same  time,  corn  pro- 
duction has  been  decreasing  in  upland  areas,  especially  in  Boyaca 
and  Cundinamarc a . 


CANADIAN  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
MAY  REACH  310  MILLION  BUSHELS 

Canadian  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1958,  are  now  estimated  at  approximately  310  mil- 
lion bushels,  compared  with  2o2  million  during  July-June  1956-57. 
This  is  about  10  million  bushels  more  than  estimated  earlier. 

Official  exports  during  July-May  1957-58  amounted  to  277  mil- 
lion bushels,  compared  with  262  million  during  the  first  11  months 
in  1956-57'  June  1958  exports  (based  on  weekly  grain  inspections) 
totaled  about  33  million  bushels,  compared  with  20  million  in  June  1957 

Exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  May  1958  amounted  to  29.7  and 
million  biishels,  respectively,  compared  with  18.3  and  1.9  million 
during  the  same  month  in  1957 •    This  total  of  3^.6  million  bushels  is 
the  largest  amount  exported  during  any  month  since  July  1956,  when 
exports  totaled  38.5  million  bushels. 

On  the  basis  of  Canada's  marketing  year  ( August- July ) ,  exports 
during  the  first  10  months  amounted  to  2kQ  million  bushels,  compared 
with  22k  million  during  August-May  in  1956-57.    Although  July  1958 
exports  probably  did  not  reach  the  29  million  bushels  exported  in 
July  1957,  total  exports  during  August-July  1957-58  are  estimated  to 
be  about  308  million  bushels,  compared  with  273  million  during  the  pre- 
vious year. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-May  1956-57  and  July-May  1957-58 


July-May  1956-57 


July-May  1957-58 


Western  Hemisphere: 

United  States   

Central  America  ... 
British  West  Indies 

Cuba  

Venezuela   

Ecuador   

Peru  

Others  

Total   

Europe: 

Norway   

United  Kingdom  .... 

Ireland   

Netherlands   

B  elgium-Luxembour  g 

France  , 

Germany,  West  

Czechoslovakia  .... 

Switzerland   

Poland   

U.S.S.R  

Italy  , 

Malta   

Others  , 

Total   

Asia: 

Israel   

India  , 

Pakistan  

Ceylon   

Philippine  Republic..: 

China   

Japan  , 

Others  .... 

Total  

Africa   

Oceania   

World  total  , 


-  -  -  (Thousand  bushels,  grain  equivalent)  -  -  -  - 


:  8,£L2; 

:  133: 
:  18! 
:  2: 
:  65: 
:  459J 
:  3,199". 

:  1,586: 
i  1,255: 
:  4,405: 
295: 
i  2,807: 

17: 

.  1,336: 

9,998: 
:  1,388: 

4,423: 
:  297: 
;  2,872: 

:  459! 
:  3,216: 
1,336: 

11,270: 
:  262: 
:  16: 
1: 
358: 
577: 
:  1,605: 
184: 

:  1,608: 
-  1,445: 
:  4,544: 
463: 
:  3,285: 

!         33 1 
1,546: 

12,878 
:  1,707 
:  4,560 
464 
:  3,643 
577 

:  1,638 
1,730 

:  12,288: 

:  11,701: 

:  23,989: 

14,273: 

:  12,924: 

27,197 

• 

i  4,467i 
:  77,019: 

•        J  y  J-\jy  < 

:  11,765: 
:  14,847: 
2,004: 
:  37,732: 
:  4,371: 
:  8,947: 
:  6,204: 
:  4,127: 
:  3,212: 
:  1,924" 
:  1,772 

:  10,867: 

!  6: 
:  536: 

!  y  \ 
\  11  ! 

!  3: 
216 

\  4,467: 
!  87,886: 

!         3  169! 

:  11,771: 
:  15,383: 
!  2,004 
37,732: 
:  4,371: 
:  8,947: 
:  6,204: 
:  4,127: 
:  3,215: 
i  1,924' 
1,988: 

2,903: 
79,171: 

1  Z.7Z.: 
!  18,681- 
:  12,181 
i  1,418: 
:  26,666: 

:  7,625: 
:  3,979: 
:  9,377: 
:  1,510- 
t  1,063 
1,048- 

12,211: 
!  1: 
:  Is 
:  301: 

I     M  \ 
153 

:  2,903 
:  91,382 
i      1  Z.7S 
:  18,682 
:  12,482 
:  1,418 
:  26,666 

I  7,625 
:  3,979 
:  9,377 
\  1,510 
i  1,063 
1,201 

:  181,560 

:  11,628- 

:  193,188: 

:  167,096- 

5  12,667 

i  179,763 

• 
• 

:  1,685 

•  ■  , 

:  1,008 

e  ^mm 

•  .  '< 

•  «™ 

:  29,771 
:  913 

:  — 

;  2- 
t  3' 
:  440 
:  5,526 

I  736 
1,778 

1,685: 
:  2: 
:  1,011: 
i  440: 
:  5,526 

\  30,507 
!  2,691- 

:  — 
:  18,584 
:  2,398 

:  1,208 
:  34,854 
i  hU9 

i  150- 
!  20 
'.  1 
:  1,6a 
i  4,648 

s  703 
1,757 

i  150 
s  18,604 
i  2,399 
:  1,641 
s  4,648 
!  1,208 
i  35,557 
2,906 

:  33,377 

8f485 

5  41,862 

i  58,193 

8,920 

t  67,113 

:  1,254 

•                        -  ,  , 

1,680 

49 

2,934- 

712 
:  1,122 

1,134 
41 

1,846 
1,163 

:  228,479 

t  33,543 

:  262,022. 

:  241,396 

i  35,686 

:  277,082 

1/  Less  than  500  bushels, 


Compiled  from  Trade  of  Canada,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Canada. 
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SWEDEN  AGAIN  BECOMES 
NET  IMPORTER  OF  WHEAT 

Sweden  imported  approximately  119,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1958,  and  exported  only  29,000  tons. 
The  last  time  imports  exceeded  exports  was  in  fiscal  1953,  when  Sweden 
imported  232,000  metric  tons  and  exported  136,000  tons. 

Imports  during  the  5  years  ending  June  30.  1957,  averaged  36,000 
metric  tons  annually,  while  exports  averaged  242,000  tons.    Trade  in 
flour  was  insignificant.    Wheat  exports  reached  a  peak  of  446,000  metric 
tons  in  1953-5^.    Exports  at  the  1957-58  level  are  the  lowest  in  postwar 
years;  supplies  for  export  were  smaller  because  of  the  poor  1957  harvest, 
and  a  short  crop  is  again  in  prospect  this  year.    This  will  further  reduce 
supplies  available  for  export  in  1959  an(3-  very  likely  mean  a  step -up  in 
imports  at  an  early  date. 

NORWAY  SELLS  BALANCE  OF 
WHALE  OIL  STOCKS 

All  of  Norway? s  unsold  whale  oil  stocks  from  the  1957-58  Antarctic 
pelagic  expeditions --some  68,000  metric  tons  (7^,950  short  tons) --have 
recently  been  sold,  according  to  the  chairman  of  the  whaling  companies? 
marketing  organization. 

The  selling  price  was  L  67.5  VeT  metric  ton  (8.6  cents  per  pound). 
Earlier  sales --totaling  5k, 000  metric  tons  (59>525  short  tons) --were 
made  for  L  77«5  per  metric  ton  (9.8  cents  per  pound).    Thus,  the  average 
price  was  around  9»1  cents  per  pound,  compared  to  10.8  cents  for  the 
1956-57  output. 

According  to  press  reports,  recent  sales  of  whale  oil  by  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Japan  have  reduced  unsold  Antarctic  whale  oil  stocks  to 
between  20,000  and  30,000  metric  tons  (22,000  to  33,000  short  tons). 

YUGOSLAVIA  LOWERS  TAX 
ON  EDIBLE  OILS 

In  an  attempt  to  increase  domestic  consumption  of  edible  oils,  the 
Yugoslav  Government  has  reduced  the  turnover  tax  (a  tax  on  oil-processing 
enterprises)  by  20  dinars  per  kilogram  (about  2.7  cents  per  pound).  This 
tax  reduction  is  expected  to  lower  retail  prices  about  7  percent. 

Last  year  the  turnover  tax  was  reduced  by  about  the  same  amount,  but 
the  reduction  had  little  apparent  effect  on  consumption.    However,  this 
second  reduction  and  the  resulting  drop  in  retail  prices  is  expected  to 
encourage  consumers  to  shift  to  vegetable  oils.    Substantial  quantities 
of  U.  S.  edible  oils  have  been  sold  to  Yugoslavia  under  Title  I  of  the 
Public  Law  480  program. 
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U.  S.  IMPORTS  LESS 
COTTON  IN  APRIL 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  were  equivalent  to 
2,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  April  1953,  compared  with  ^,000  hales  in 
March,  and  3>000  hales  in  April  1957 •    Practically  all  the  April  exports 
consisted  of  short-staple  harsh  or  rough  Asiatic -type  cotton  from  Pakistan 
and  India.    The  70 -million -pound  annual  import  quota  for  this  type  of  cotton 
was  suspended  in  January  1958 • 

Total  cotton  imports  during  August-April  1957-58  were  13^,000  hales, 
compared  with  73^000  hales  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    Most  of  this 
yearns  increase  was  accounted  for  by  larger  imports  under  quota  of  long-staple 
upland -type  cotton  from  Mexico. 

COTTON:    U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin,  averages  1935-39  and  19^5-^9, 
annual  1955  and  1956,  and  August-April  1956-57  and  1957-58 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  origin 

Average 

• 

1955 

1956 

August -April 

: 1935-39 

• 

19^5-^9 

1956-57: 

1957-58 

• 

:  1,000 
:  bales 

• 
• 

3 

. . . :  1/31 
~  63 

3/  67 
. . . :  23 

3/ 

,  ,  ,  •  1 

5/ 
6/5 
. . . :  0 

1,000  ■ 

bales 

:  1 
:  2/ 
:  103 
3/  103 
:  19 
V  12 

:  23 

•  1/  * 
:  */  1 

0 

1,000  ■ 
bales 

1  • 
0  ■ 

:       60  • 
6 

:  22 
:  22 
:  23 
:  2 
:  1 
2/ 

1,000 
bales 

2 
0 
36 

:  h 
:  22 
:  16 
:  8 
:  2/ 
:  0 
1 

1,000  : 
bales  ; 

2 

0  • 

:       28  : 

:  3 
:  22 

:  11 

:  7 
:  2/ 
:  0 

0 

1,000 

bales 

1 

0 
30 

:  7* 
:  11 
13 
2/ 

:  0 
1 

...is/  185 

'.Q/  260 

:  137 

!  9/  89 

!  73 

13* 

l/  i+-year  average.    2/  Less  than  500  bales.     3/  Pakistan  included  with  India 
prior  to  partition  in  19*7*    V  3-year  average.     5/  Included  with  Egypt  prior 
to  19*2.    6/  2 -year  average.    7/  Includes  small  quantities  which  are  reexported 
each  year.    8/  Total  does  not  add  due  to  partial  averages.    9/  Does  not  include 
the  equivalent  of  ^-7,132  bales  ( 500  lb.  gr.  wt.)  of  Egyptian~cotton  released 
from  the  national  stockpile  of  extra -long -staple  cotton  and  entered  under  the 
import  quota  on  July  31>  1957 • 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  APRIL 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities,  were 
13,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  April  1958.    This  was  a  decline  of  7  per- 
cent from  March  imports  of  1^,000  "bales,  "but  was  almost  double  the  7,000 
hales  imported  in  April  1957*    Imports  during  August-April  1957-58  were 
118,000  hales,  slightly  higher  than  imports  of  116,000  hales  in  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1956-57* 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports  during  August-April  1957-58,  with 
comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  89,000  bales  (80,000); 
U.S.S.R.  lA,000  (28,000);  Belgium  3,000  (2,000);  El  Salvador  3,000  (1,000); 
Iran  2,000  (O);  Syria  2,000  (0);  Brazil  2,000  (3,000);  Guatemala  1,000  (1,000); 
and  Turkey  1,000  (0). 

TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  INCREASE  IN  MARCH 

Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  U.S.  ports  were  52,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  in  March  1958.    This  was  an  increase  of  11  percent  from 
February  transshipments  of  ^7,000  bales,  and  was  37  percent  above  the  move- 
ment of  38,000  bales  in  March  1957 •    Transshipments  during  August-March 
1957-58  were  638,000  bales,  compared  with  785,000  bales  in  the  corresponding 
1956-57  period. 

Principal  destinations  of  transshipments  during  August-March  1957-58, 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     Japan  1^+8,000  bales 
(268,000);  West  Germany  118,000  (119,000);  United  Kingdom  95,000  {Qk,0Q0); 
Netherlands  88,000  (6^,000);  Belgium  73,000  (60,000);  Italy  29,000  (29,000); 
France  25,000  (71,000);  Switzerland  21,000  (15,000);  Australia  12,000  (18,000); 
Hong  Kong  8,000  (12,000);  and  Sweden  7,000  (26,000). 

Total  exports,  including  transshipments,  were  1,171,000  bales  during 
August-March  1957-58.    The  August -February  figure  of  1,117,000  bales  repre- 
sented total  exports  from  Mexico  rather  than  direct  exports  as  published  in 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  16,  1958. 

U.S.  EXPORTS  OF  EDIBLE  OILS 
DROP  SHARPLY  IN  JUNE 

U.S.  exports  of  edible  oils  in  June,  according  to  preliminary  data, 
equalled  the  volume  of  June  a  year  earlier.    Cumulative  exports  in  the 
October  1957 -June  1958  period,  however,  were  down  nearly  30  percent  from 
the  first  9  months  of  the  1956-57  marketing  year. 

Oilseed  cake -and -meal  exports  in  June  were  well  below  those  of  June  1957. 
And  the  cumulative  total  for  the  first  9  months  of  the  current  marketing  year 
was  about  ho  percent  less  than  in  October-June  1956-57. 
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The  June  volume  of  exported  edible  oils  was  but  one -half  that  of  May,  when 
a  heavy  tonnage  of  soybean  oil  went  to  Spain  under  Title  I,  Public  Law  M30 
sales  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  1^,  1953) •    Exported  oilcake  and 
meal  in  June  exceeded  that  of  May  by  about  one -fifth. 

U.S.  soybeans  inspected  for  export  from  October  1,  1957 ,  through  June  27, 
1958,  totaled  70.3  million  bushels,  compared  with  69.5  million  bushels  through 
June  of  1956-57.    Soybean  inspections  through  July  25  totaled  77-0  million 
bushels,  2.6  million  above  those  of  the  corresponding  10-month  period  of 
1956-57. 

COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES,  AND  MEALS:     U.S.  preliminary 
estimates  of  exports  in  June  1958  and  October-June  1957-58 
and  actual  exports  in  June  1957  and  October-June  1956-57 


Commodity 


June 


October-June 


1957 

•  1958 
Preliminary 

1956-57 

1957-58 
Preliminary 

-  -  Million  pounds  -  - 

-  -  Million  pounds  -  - 

9.9 

:  6.0 

:  58.9 

:  8k.O 

.8 
30.^ 

:  .6 

:  2.0 

:  15.6 
283.8 

20.k 
125.9 

K1.1 

8.6 

:  358.3 

230.3 

23.3 

:  10.7 

:  63.5 

13^.0 

7.9 
31.1 

:       7^.3  ' 
9.7 

311.2 
350.5 

280.2 
128.9 

62.3 

9^.7 

725.2 

5^3.1 

103  .k 

103.3 

1,083.5 

.  773.^ 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined. 
Cottonseed  oil,  refined  and 

further  processed  

Cottonseed  oil,  crude  


Total  cottonseed  oil, 


Soybean  oil,  refined  

Soybean  oil,  refined  and 

further  processed  

Soybean  oil,  crude  


Total  soybean  oil, 


Total  cottonseed  and 
soybean  oil  


Cottonseed  cake  and  meal, 
Linseed  cake  and  meal 
Soybean  cake  and  meal 


Total  cake  and  meal, 


1,000  short  tons 


.1 
.1 
3^.1 


3^.3 


.2 
25.2 


25. k 


1 , 000  short  tons 


26.7 

37-1 

366.8 


^30.6 


6.6 

5.9 
2^+0.1 


252.6 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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JAPAN  ALLOCATES  FOREIGN  EXCHANGE 
FOR  COTTON  WASTE  IMPORTS 

The  Japanese  Ministry  of  International  Trade  and  Industry  announced 
on  July  21,  1958 ,  that  foreign  exchange  would  be  allocated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  A/aste  cotton.    The  allocation  is  expected  to  total  $5>^-00,000, 
which  will  permit  imports  of  25,600,000  pounds  of  this  cotton.  Applica- 
tions will  he  accepted  from  cotton  traders  and  manufacturers  every  Tues- 
day until  September  15  >  1958. 

Fifty  percent  of  the  allocation  will  be  spent  for  "sterling  area" 
cotton  to  be  used  for  wadding.    The  rest  will  be  used  to  buy  cotton  for 
other  non-spinning  uses,  and  will  be  imported  on  a  global  basis. 

VENEZUELA  POSTPONES  EGG 
IMPORTING  REQUIREMENTS 

The  effective  date  of  Venezuela's  stamping  and  grading  requirements 
for  imported  eggs,  reported  in  the  July  7  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets ,  has  been  postponed  from  August  1  to  November  1,  1958]  The" gov- 
ernment announced  that  foreign  suppliers  protested  the  short  notice. 

NEW  ZEALAND  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES 
RISE  FURTHER  ON  LONDON  MARKET 

On  July  2h,  the  London  ex- store  price  of  New  Zealand  butter  was 
raised  l.k  cents,  to  29-5  cents  per  pound.    The  rise  in  price  was  brought 
about  by  the  continuing  strong  demand  for  New  Zealand  butter  on  the 
London  market. 

This  is  the  second  advance  for  New  Zealand  butter  since  June  23 ,  when 
the  ex-store  price  advanced  to  26.8  cents  per  pound  after  holding  steady 
at  25.8  cents  per  pound  for  &§■  months.    New  Zealand  finest  white  cheese 
also  advanced  slightly;  on  July  2k  it  was  quoted  at  23. 1  cents  per  pound, 
ex- store  London. 

TITLE  I,  PUBLIC  LAW  ^80 
EXPORTS  TOTAL  $2  BILLION 

Exports  of  U.  S.  agricultural  commodities  under  Title  I,  Public  Law 
^-80  amounted  to  more  than  19  million  tons  valued  at  an  estimated  $2  bil- 
lion during  the  h  years  ending  June  30,  1958. 

Largest  shipments  were  wheat  (U9I  million  bushels  valued  at  $8lU 
million);  cotton  (2.8  million  bales  valued  at  $^36  million);  and  vege- 
table oils  (1.7  billion  pounds  valued  at  $280  million).    Public  Law  kQO 
was  enacted  in  July  195^- •    Title  I  authorizes  the  United  States  to  enter 
into  agreements  with  foreign  countries  for  the  sale  of  U.  S.  surplus 
agricultural  commodities,  with  payment  in  the  currency  of  the  importing 
country. 
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U.  K.  ARRANGES  FOR  COMMERCIAL  IMPORTS 
OF  FRUIT  FROM  DOLLAR  AREA 

On  August  6,  the  United  Kingdom  announced  the  establishment  of  commercial 
quotas  for  the  import  of  all  fresh,  dried,  and  canned  fruit  from  the  dollar 
area  during  the  1958-59  season. 

These  quotas,  which  are  on  the  basis  of  c.i.f.  values,  are  as  follows: 

Fruj_^.                                 :  Equivalent 
 :  $1,000  

Fresh  citrus  :  2,9^0 

Fresh  pears  :  1,176 

Bananas  :  700 

Other  fresh  fruits,  except  apples  :  1,050 

Dried  fruits  :  7,700 

Edible  tree  nuts  :  1^0 

Canned  deciduous  fruits  :  6,l60 

Canned  grapefruit  sections  :  1,260 

Canned  apples  :  1+20 

Canned  pineapple  :  350 

Canned  fruit  juices  :  81+0 


Permitted  entry  dates  for  these  fruits  and  fruit  products  are: 

Product  \  Entry  dates 

Fresh  grapefruit  :  April  1  through  September  30 

Canned  grapefruit  sections,  grapefruit  juice  : 

and  orange  juice  :  June  1  through  September  3° 

Bananas  :  May  1  through  August  31 

All  others,  except  canned  pineapple  for  : 

which  there  is  a  current  quota  :  October  1,  on 


The  Import  Licensing  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade  will  promptly  issue 
notices  of  these  quotas  to  British  importers  to  ensure  that  licensing  arrange- 
ments are  completed  in  time  for  October  1  arrivals. 

These  quotas  are  in  addition  to  a  previously  announced  special  quota 
for  3.75  million  bushels  of  fresh  apples  from  Northern  Hemisphere  suppliers. 

Imports  of  750,000  bushels  of  apples  will  be  admitted  July  through 
December  1958,  and  3  million  bushels  from  January  through  June  1959.  This 
quota  consolidates  the  separate  import  quotas  issued  in  I956-57  and  I957-5S 
for  Western  Europe  and  North  America. 


August  11,  1958         Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


21 


BRAZIL'S  1958-59  COFFEE  POLICY 
ENCOURAGES  QUALITY  PRODUCTION 

Brazil's  coffee  policy  for  the  1958-59  crop  year  (which  began 
August  1,  1958)  is  designed  to  stimulate  production  of  better- 
grade  coffee. 

Premium  payments  on  coffee  exports  have  been  increased  from 
7  to  30  percent  above  the  premiums  paid  last  season.  Support 
prices  for  the  30  percent  of  the  1958-59  crop  which  is  to  be  pur- 
chased for  domestic  consumption  have  been  sharply  reduced.  This 
should  encourage  domestic  consumption  and  discourage  the  growing 
of  low-grade  coffee. 

The  10  percent  of  the  crop  that  is  poorest  in  quality  will 
have  a  very  low  support  price,  and  is  to  be  used  only  for  fertili- 
zer.    It  is  hoped  that  as  Brazilians  find  the  better-grade  coffee 
more  palatable  this,  too,  will  boost  consumption. 

In  addition  to  the  above  measures  to  improve  coffee  quality, 
more  instruction  is  being  given  in  coffee -grading.    Also,  the 
emphasis  on  production  of  better-grade  coffee  should  encourage 
growers  to  improve  harvesting  methods. 

Coffee  production  in  Brazil  is  on  the  increase  and,  barring 
frosts,  should  continue  to  increase  for  several  years.    Last  year, 
6l5>000  more  acres  were  planted  to  coffee.    Many  of  the  newer 
trees  are  the  earlier  and  higher-yielding  varieties,  and  many 
young  trees  now  producing  have  not  yet  come  into  full  bearing. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SELLS  NONFAT 
DRY  MILK  TO  INDIA 

New  Zealand's  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Commission  recently 
announced  the  sale  of  2  million  pounds  of  nonfat  dry  milk  to  India 
through  the  Bombay  Milk  Commissioner.    Shipment  of  this  order  was 
to  begin  in  July.    This  brings  to  5-6  million  pounds  New  Zealand's 
sales  of  nonfat  dry  milk  to  India  during  the  1958-59  season. 

The  recent  sale  was  made  by  public  tender  with  bids  from 
several  supplying  countries.    There  was  no  announcement  of  the 
bid  price.    New  Zealand's  sales  of  nonfat  milk  to  India  last  sea- 
son amounted  to  22. k  million  pounds,  valued  at  about  $2.8  million, 
or  12-g-  cents  per  pound. 

For  several  months,  India  has  banned  commercial  imports  of 
nonfat  dry  milk,  but  the  government  has  occasionally  granted -a 
special  import  license  for  this  product.      The  Bombay  Milk  Com- 
missioner made  the  purchase  from    New    Zealand  in  this  way. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  RECOMMENDS  CUT  IN  DAIRY 
PRICE  SUPPORTS  FOR  1958-59 

The  New  Zealand  Government  will  recommend  a  reduction  in  the  guaranteed 
price  for  butterfat  for  the  1958-59  season. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  advanced  two  alternative  plans:     (l)  to 
support  the  price  of  butterfat  at  37  cents  per  pound  on  the  first  10,000 
pounds  of  a  farmer's  production,  with  no  support  for  production  over  this 
level  (most  of  the  support  would  go  to  the  small  and  medium-scale  farmers); 
or  (2)  to  set  a  flat  support  price  of  about  35  cents  per  pound  for  total 
output  of  butterfat,  but  with  a  $1^- million  limitation  on  funds  to  be 
advanced  for  this  purpose  (the  government's  responsibility  for  guaranteeing 
prices  would  end  when  advances  to  the  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Commission 
reached  the  $1^  million  level) . 

New  legislation  will  be  required  to  implement  the  proposed  program 
because  existing  legislation  limits  the  annual  decrease  in  the  guaranteed 
price  to  5  percent. 

In  1957-58,  the  guaranteed  price  for  butterfat  was  about  ^2^  cents  per 
pound--12  and  17  percent,  respectively,  above  the  rates  proposed  for  1958-59, 
in  (l)  and  (2)  above.    Because  of  fixed  costs  involved  in  dairying,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  proposed  price-support  changes  would  reduce  farmers'  net 
income  by  as  much  as  30  to  k-0  percent.    The  dairy  industry  is  vigorously 
opposing  the  proposed  reduction  and  has  sharply  criticized  the  government 
plans . 

MILK  PRICE  INCREASE 
AUTHORIZED  IN  BRAZIL 

Brazil's  Federal  Price  and  Supply  Commission  (COFAP)  recently  announced 
a  27 -percent  increase  in  the  producer  price  of  milk  and  a  26 -percent  price 
rise  to  consumers.    In  the  Federal  District,  for  example,  producers  will 
receive  the  equivalent  of  $6.8^  per  100  pounds  at  the  farm.    Bottled  milk 
delivered  to  the  home  will  cost  2k. 6  cents  per  quart. 

The  fluid  milk  price  rise  has  been  expected  for  some  time.    While  prices 
of  other  dairy  products  have  been  steadily  rising  over  the  past  year  (the 
butter  price  has  increased  from  the  equivalent  of  $1.00  to  $1.1+8  per  pound) 
the  milk  price  has  remained  stable.    COFAP 's  action  came  after  producers 
staged  a  milk  strike  in  principal  city  markets. 

In  another  government  action  involving  milk,  the  mayor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro 
put  into  force  the  city  ordinance  prohibiting  bulk  milk  sales.    With  the 
exception  of  bulk  delivery  to  restaurants  and  a  few  remote  sections,  milk 
vendors  can  no  longer  ladle  out  milk  to  home  consumers,  an  unsanitary 
practice  which  allowed  retailers  to  "water-down"  fluid  milk. 
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AUSTRALIA'S  EXPORTS  OF 
DAIRY  PRODUCTS  DECLINE 

Overall  exports  of  dairy  products  from  Australia  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1958  dropped  "below  those  for  the  same  period  of 
1957*    Output  was  cut  by  drought. 

Butter  exports  declined  k6.5  percent  to  30.2  million  pounds. 
The  United  Kingdom  took  approximately  23  million  pounds ,  about 
one -half  of  the  quantity  purchased  in  the  same  period  a  year 
earlier.    Exports  of  85,000  pounds  to  the  Philippines  were  only  1^ 
percent  of  comparable  1957 •    Shipments  to  most  of  the  other  major 
outlets --Singapore,  Ceylon,  Hong  Kong,  Malaya  and  West  Germany- -were 
somewhat  heavier  than  last  year. 

Cheese  exports  dropped  more  than  6l  percent  to  6.6  million 
pounds.    About  59  percent  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.    Among  the 
other  important  markets  in  this  period,  as  in  the  past,  were  West 
Germany,  Iraq,  Kuwait,  Ceylon,  Saudi  Arabia,  Lebanon,  and  Singapore. 

Exports  of  canned  milk  (about  97  percent  of  which  was  condensed 
milk)  were  up  29  percent  to  2^.8  million  pounds.    Malaya  continued 
to  he  the  heaviest  purchaser,  taking  12  million  pounds.    About  5 
million  pounds  went  to  Singapore.    Other  important  markets  were 
British  Borneo  (2.^  million  pounds)  and  Indonesia  (1.8  million 
pounds) . 

Total  dried  milk  exports  were  down  33  percent  to  12.5  million 
pounds.    Shipments  of  dried  whole  milk  at  k.l  million  pounds  were 
11.5  percent  "below  first  quarter  1957-    More  than  1  million  pounds 
went  to  the  United  Kingdom.    Shipments  also  went  to  such  other 
regular  markets  as  Ceylon,  Malaya,  Singapore,  the  Federation  of 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  and  Thailand.    Exports  of  non-fat  dry 
milk  were  8.^  million  pounds --down  ahout  ^0  percent  from  the 
previous  year.    The  United  Kingdom  and  India  each  took  approxi- 
mately 3  million  pounds.    Other  outlets  were  Japan,  Ceylon,  and  the 
Union  of  South  Africa. 
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